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1. Introduction and preliminaries
The study of functional equations stability originated from a question of Ulam 1940 concern-
ing the stability of group homomorphisms is as follows.
Let G be a group endowed with a metric d. Given ε > 0, does there exist a k > 0 such that for
every function f : G → G satisfying the inequality
d
(
fx · y, fx · fy) < ε, ∀x, y ∈ G, 1.1





< kε, ∀x ∈ G? 1.2
In 1941, Hyers 1 gave an aﬃrmative answer to the question of Ulam for Cauchy equa-
tion in Banach spaces.
Let E1 and E2 be Banach spaces and let f : E1 → E2 be such a mapping that
∥∥fx  y − fx − fy∥∥ ≤ δ, 1.3
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for all x, y ∈ E1 and a δ > 0 , that is, f is δ-additive. Then there exists a unique additive T : E1 → E2,
which satisfies
∥∥fx − Tx∥∥ ≤ δ, ∀x ∈ E1. 1.4








, ∀x ∈ E1. 1.5
For this reason, one says that the Cauchy equation is stable in the sense of Ulam-Hyers.
In 2, 3 as well as in 4–7, the stability problem with unbounded Cauchy diﬀerences is
considered see also 8, 9. Their results include the following two theorems.
Theorem 1.1 see 1, 2, 4, 7. Suppose that E is a real-normed space, F is a real Banach space, and
f : E → F is a given function, such that the following condition holds:





, ∀x, y ∈ E, 1p
for some p ∈ 0,∞ \ {1} and θ > 0. Then there exists a unique additive function a : E → F such that




E, ∀x ∈ E. 2p
Also, if for each x ∈ E the function t → ftx from R to F is continuous for each fixed x ∈ E, then a is
linear mapping.
It is worth mentioning that the proofs used the idea conceived by Hyers. Namely, the


















, if p > 1. 2p>1
This method is called the direct method or Hyers’ method.
We also mention a result concerning the stability properties with unbounded control
conditions invoking products of diﬀerent powers of norms see 5, 6, 10.
Theorem 1.2. Suppose that E is a real-normed space, F is a real Banach space, and f : E → F is a
given function, such that the following condition holds




E, ∀x, y ∈ E, 1p
for some fixed θ > 0 and p, q ∈ R such that r  p  q / 1. Then there exists a unique additive function
L : E → F such that




E, ∀x ∈ E. 2p
If in addition f : E → F is a mapping such that the transformation t → ftx is continuous in t ∈ R,
for each fixed x ∈ E, then L is R-linear mapping.
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Generally, whenever the constant δ in 1.3 is replaced by a control function x, y →
δx, ywith appropriate properties, as in 3, one uses the generic term generalized Ulam-Hyers
stability or stability in Ulam-Hyers-Bourgin sense.




∥ ≤ δx, y 1.6
and the stability estimations are of the form
∥
∥fx − Sx∥∥ ≤ εx, 1.7
where S is a solution, that is, it verifies the functional equation DSx, y  0, and for εx, explicit
formulae are given, which depend on the control δ as well as on the equation Dfx, y.
We refer the reader to the expository papers 11, 12 or to the books 13–15 see also the
recent articles of Forti 16, 17, for supplementary details.
On the other hand, in 18–25, a fixed point method was proposed, by showing that many
theorems concerning the stability of Cauchy, Jensen, quadratic, cubic, quartic, and monomial
functional equations are consequences of the fixed point alternative. Subsequently, the method
has been successfully used, for example, in 26–30. This method introduces a metrical context
and shows that the stability is related to some fixed point of a suitable operator.
The control conditions are responsible for three fundamental facts:
1 the contraction property of a Schro¨der-type operator J ,
2 the first two approximations, f and Jf , to be at a finite distance,
3 they force the fixed point of J to be a solution of the initial equation.
Our main purpose here is to study the generalized stability for some functional equa-
tions in a single variable. We prove the generalized Ulam-Hyers stability of the single variable
equation
w ◦ f ◦ η  f  h. 1.8
As an application of our result for 1.8, the stability for the following generalized functional







 fx  hx 1.9
is obtained.








The main result is seen to slightly extend the Ulam-Hyers stability previously given in 31,
Theorem 2. As a direct consequence of this result, the generalized Ulam-Hyers stability of the
linear equation fx  gx · fηx  hx is highlighted. Notice that in all these equations, f
is the unknown function and the other ones are given mappings.
Our principal tool is the following fixed point alternative.
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Proposition 1.3 cf. 32 or 33. Suppose that a complete generalized metric space X, d (i.e., one
for which d may assume infinite values) and a strictly contractive mapping A : X → X with the
Lipschitz constant L < 1 are given. Then, for a given element x ∈ X, exactly one of the following
assertions is true:
A1 dAnx,An1x  ∞, for all n ≥ 0;
A2 there exists k such that dAnx,An1x < ∞, for all n ≥ k.
Actually, if A2 holds, then
A21 the sequence Anx is convergent to a fixed point y∗ of A;
A22 y∗ is the unique fixed point of A in Y : {y ∈ X, dAkx, y < ∞};
A23 dy, y∗ ≤ 1/1 − Ldy,Ay, for all y ∈ Y .
2. A general fixed point method
Firstly we prove, by the fixed point alternative, a stability result for the single variable equation
w ◦ g ◦ η  g  h,where
i w is a Lipschitz self-mapping with constant w of the Banach space Y ;
ii η is a self-mapping of the nonempty set G;
iii h : G → Y is a given function;
iv the unknown is a mapping g : G → Y , that leads to the following.
Theorem 2.1. Suppose that f : G → Y satisfies
∥∥w ◦ f ◦ ηx − fx − hx∥∥Y ≤ ψx, ∀x ∈ G, Cψ
with some given mapping ψ : G → 0,∞. If there exists L < 1 such that
w · ψ ◦ ηx ≤ Lψx, ∀x ∈ G, Hψ
then there exists a unique mapping c : G → Y which satisfies both the equation
w ◦ c ◦ ηx  cx  hx, ∀x ∈ G, Eω,η
and the estimation
∥∥fx − cx∥∥Y ≤
ψx
1 − L, ∀x ∈ G. Estψ
Proof. Let us consider the set E : {g : G → Y} and introduce a complete generalized metric on E
















Y ≤ Kψx, ∀x ∈ G
}
. GMψ
Now, define the nonlinearmapping
J : E −→ E, Jgx : w ◦ g ◦ ηx − hx. OP
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Step 1. Using the hypothesis Hψ it follows that J is strictly contractive on E. Indeed, for any





< K ⇒ ∥∥g1x − g2x
∥
∥




∥∥((w ◦ g1 ◦ η
)

















Y ≤ w ·K · ψ
(
ηx
) ≤ K · L · ψx, ∀x ∈ G, 2.2




) ≤ Ld(g1, g2
)
, ∀g1, g2 ∈ E. CCL
This says that J is a strictly contractive self-mapping of E,with the constant L < 1.
Step 2. df, Jf < ∞. In fact, using the relation Cψ it results that df, Jf ≤ 1.
Step 3. We can apply the fixed point alternative and we obtain the existence of a mapping
c : G → Y such that the following hold.
i c is a fixed point of J , that is,
w ◦ c ◦ ηx  cx  hx, ∀x ∈ G. Ew,η
The mapping c is the unique fixed point of J in the set
F  {g ∈ E, df, g < ∞}. 2.3
This says that c is the unique mapping verifying both Ew,η and 2.4, where
∃K < ∞ such that∥∥cx − fx∥∥Y ≤ Kψx, ∀x ∈ G. 2.4



























( · · · (ω(ω ◦ f ◦ ηn − h ◦ ηn−1) − h ◦ ηn−2) − · · · ) − h ◦ η3) − h ◦ η2) − h ◦ η) − h.
2.7
iii Finally, df, c ≤ 1/1 − Ldf, Jf,which implies the inequality
df, c ≤ 1
1 − L, 2.8
that is, Estψ is seen to be true.
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Theorem 2.1 extends our recent result in 34, where the generalized stability in Ulam-
Hyers sense was obtained for the equation
w ◦ g ◦ η  g. 2.9
3. Applications to the generalized equation of the square root spiral







 fx  hx, ∀x ∈ G. 3.1
The “unknowns” are functions f : G → Y between two vector spaces while p, h are given
functions, p−1 is the inverse of p, and k / 0 is a fixed constant. The solution of 3.1 and a
generalized stability result in Ulam-Hyers sense for the above equation are given in 35, by
the direct method.
A vector space G and a Banach space Y will be considered.
Theorem 3.1. Let k ∈ G \ {0} and suppose that p : G → G is bijective and h : G → Y is a given






)) − fx − hx∥∥Y ≤ ψx, ∀x ∈ G, Sψ







x ≤ Lψx, ∀x ∈ G, Hψ,p







 cx  hx, ∀x ∈ G, Ep,h
and the estimation
∥
∥fx − cx∥∥Y ≤
ψx




















, ∀x ∈ G. 3.2
Proof. We apply Theorem 2.1, with w : Y → Y , η : G → G, ψ : G → 0,∞,





Clearly, lw  1 and Jgx : gp−1px  k − hx.






, i ∈ {1, 2, . . . , n}, 3.4





























x, ∀x ∈ G, 3.6







 cx  hx, ∀x ∈ G, 3.7
and the inequality
∥∥fx − cx∥∥Y ≤
ψx
1 − L, ∀x ∈ G. 3.8
A special case of 3.1 is obtained for k  1, px  xn, n ≥ 2, and hx  arctan1/x. It is











As a consequence of Theorem 3.1, we obtain the following generalized stability result for the
above equation.







− fx − arctan 1
x
∣∣∣∣ ≤ ψx, ∀x ∈ R, 3.10







≤ Lψx, ∀x ∈ R, 3.11















, ∀x ∈ R, 3.12
which satisfies both 3.9 and the estimation
∣∣fx − cx∣∣ ≤ ψx
1 − L, ∀x ∈ R. 3.13
Notice that for n  2, Jung and Sahoo 36 proved in 2002 a generalized Ulam-Hyers
stability result for the functional equation 3.9, by using the direct method.
If the control mapping ψ : R → 0,∞ has the form ψx  axn0 < a < 1, n ∈ N, a
stability result of Aoki-Rassias type for 3.9 is obtained.
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, ∀x ∈ R, 3.14















, ∀x ∈ R, 3.15
which satisfies both 3.9 and the estimation
∣∣fx − cx∣∣ ≤ a
xn
1 − a, ∀x ∈ R. 3.16
Proof. We apply Theorem 3.2, by choosing ψx  ax
n
0 < a < 1, n ∈ N. It is clear that the
relation 3.11 holds, with L  a < 1.
Remark 3.4. A similar result of stability as in Corollary 3.3 can be obtained for a control map-
ping ψ : R → 0,∞, ψx  1/axn a > 1, n ∈ N. The estimation relation 3.16 becomes
∣∣fx − cx∣∣ ≤ a
1−xn
a − 1 , ∀x ∈ R. 3.17
4. The generalized Ulam-Hyers stability of a nonlinear equation








was discussed by Baker 31. The “unknowns” are functions f : G → Y, between two vector
spaces. In this section, we will extend the Baker’s result and we will obtain the generalized
stability in Ulam-Hyers sense for 4.1, by using the fixed point alternative.
Let us consider a nonempty set G and a complete metric space Y, d.
Theorem 4.1. Let η : G → G, g : G → R (or C) and F : G × Y → Y . Suppose that
d
(
Fx, u, Fx, v
) ≤ ∣∣gx∣∣ · du, v, ∀x ∈ G, ∀u, v ∈ Y. 4.2








))) ≤ ψx, ∀x ∈ G, 4.3




∣ψ ◦ ηx ≤ Lψx, ∀x ∈ G, 4.4
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f ◦ ηn)(ηx))))), ∀x ∈ G. 4.7
Proof. We use the samemethod as in the proof of Theorem 2.1, namely, the fixed point alternative.
Let us consider the set E : {h : G → Y} and introduce a complete generalized metric on E







K ∈ R, d
(
h1x, h2x
) ≤ Kψx, ∀x ∈ G}. 4.8
Now, define the mapping
J : E −→ E, Jhx : F(x, h(ηx)). 4.9
Step 1. Using the hypothesis in 4.2 and 4.4 it follows that J is strictly contractive on E. Indeed,





< K ⇒ d(h1x, h2x

































) ≤ K · ∣∣gx∣∣ · ψ(ηx) ≤ K · L · ψx, ∀x ∈ G, 4.11




) ≤ Lρ(h1, h2
)
, ∀h1, h2 ∈ E. 4.12
This says that J is a strictly contractive self-mapping of E,with the constant L < 1.
Step 2. Obviously, ρf, Jf < ∞. In fact, the relation 4.3 implies ρf, Jf ≤ 1.
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Step 3. We can apply the fixed point alternative see Proposition 1.3, and we obtain the exis-
tence of a mapping c : G → Y such that the following hold.







, ∀x ∈ G. 4.13
The mapping c is the unique fixed point of J in the set
F  {h ∈ E, ρf, h < ∞}. 4.14
This says that c is the unique mapping verifying both 4.13 and 4.15 where
∃K < ∞ such that dcx, fx ≤ Kψx, ∀x ∈ G. 4.15












































f ◦ ηn)(ηx)))). 4.18
iii ρf, c ≤ 1/1 − Lρf, Jf,which implies the inequality
ρf, c ≤ 1
1 − L, 4.19
that is, 4.6 holds.
As a direct consequence of Theorem 4.1, the following Ulam-Hyers stability result cf.
31, Theorem 2 or 37, Theorem 13 for the nonlinear equation 4.1 is obtained.
Corollary 4.2. Let G be a nonempty set and let Y, d be a complete metric space. Let η : G → G ,
F : G × Y → Y , and 0 ≤ L < 1. Suppose that
d
(
Fx, u, Fx, v
) ≤ L · du, v, ∀x ∈ G, ∀u, v ∈ Y. 4.20








))) ≤ δ, ∀x ∈ G, 4.21














1 − L, ∀x ∈ G. 4.23














f ◦ ηn)(ηx))))), ∀x ∈ G. 4.24
Proof. It follows by Theorem 4.1, by choosing ψx  δ > 0.





u1/p, if p > 1,
up, if 0 < p < 1,
4.25





))1/p  fx, p > 1, or f
(
ηx
)p  fx, 0 < p < 1. 4.26
Agarwal et al. proved in 37, Theorem 14 that the above equations are stable in Ulam-Hyers







, if p > 1,
p, if 0 < p < 1.
4.27




















, if 0 < p < 1, ∀x ∈ R.
4.28
5. The generalized Ulam-Hyers stability of a linear functional equation







 gx · f(ηx)  hx, 5.1
equation 4.1 becomes
fx  gx · f(ηx)  hx, 5.2
where g, η, h are given mappings and f is unknown function. The above equation is called
linear functional equation and was intensively investigated by Kuczma et al. 38. They obtained
some results concerning monotonic solutions, regular solutions, and convex solutions of 5.2.
In what follows we prove a generalized Ulam-Hyers stability result for 5.2, as a partic-
ular case of Theorem 4.1 see also 39. We also show that the generalized stability of 3.1 can
be obtained as consequence of the following theorem.
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Theorem 5.1. Consider G a nonempty set and Y a real (or complex) Banach space. Suppose that η :
G → G, g : G → R (or C). If f : G → Y satisfies
∥∥fx − gxf(ηx) − hx∥∥Y ≤ ψx, ∀x ∈ G, 5.3
with some fixed mapping ψ : G → 0,∞ and there exists L < 1 such that
|gx|ψ ◦ ηx ≤ Lψx, ∀x ∈ G, 5.4
then there exists a unique mapping c : G → Y ,





























for all x ∈ G, which satisfies both the equation
cx  gx · c(ηx)  hx, ∀x ∈ G, 5.6
and the estimation
∥∥fx − cx∥∥Y ≤
ψx
1 − L, ∀x ∈ G. 5.7












 hx, ∀x ∈ G, 5.8
with g, η, h as in hypothesis of Theorem 5.1. The relation 4.2 holds with equality. Applying









x  gx · (Jn−1f)(ηx)  hx
 gx · g(ηx) · (Jn−2f)(η2x)  gx · h(ηx)  hx, ∀x ∈ G,
5.10
whence, for all x ∈ G,


























If ψx  δ > 0 in the above Theorem 5.1, then we will obtain the Ulam-Hyers stability
result of Baker 31, Theorem 3 see also 37, Theorem 7 for the linear equation 5.2.
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Corollary 5.2. Consider a nonempty set G and a real (or complex) Banach space Y . Suppose that
η : G → G, g : G → R (or C), and h : G → Y are given. If f : G → Y satisfies
∥∥fx − gxf(ηx) − hx∥∥Y ≤ δ, ∀x ∈ G, 5.12
with a fixed constant δ > 0 and there exists L < 1 such that
|gx| ≤ L, ∀x ∈ G, 5.13
then there exists a unique mapping c : G → Y,





























for all x ∈ G, which satisfies both the equation
cx  gx · c(ηx)  hx, ∀x ∈ G, 5.15
and the estimation
∥∥fx − cx∥∥Y ≤
δ
1 − L, ∀x ∈ G. 5.16
Remark 5.3. It is easy to see that 3.1 is a particular case of 5.2. To prove this, it is suﬃcient to
consider in 5.2 g ≡ 1,h : −h1,ηx : p−1px  k, ∀x ∈ G, with p bijective on G and k / 0
a fixed constant. By using the above notations, Theorem 3.1 can be obtained as a consequence
of Theorem 5.1, with
































































, ∀x ∈ G.
5.17
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